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EDITORIAL. 


THE curtain has now been rung down on the Jubilee of the Library 
Association and all who witnessed or took part in the performance 
will agree that the show was good. The setting of the scene in so 
beautiful a city, the lavish and dignified hospitality, the fine and 
sympathetic ge of the new President, the general good- 
humoured seriousness of the discussions—all these things will 
remain to make the Edinburgh Conference the most memorable 
in our annals. The Conference was not only nation-wide and empire- 
wide—it was world-wide ; and several languages and many accents 
were heard. Librarians of great fame, who hitherto have been 
names only, became known friends within the week... 


As is well known, during the week preceding the Conference 
the overseas guests were taken on a motor pilgrimage from London 
to Edinburgh, by way of Oxford, Stratford, Birmingham, York 
and Manchester, and they saw the Trossachs. This was possible 
owing to the co-operation of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, 
whose chairman is our President, Lord Elgin, and in the hands of 
their “ library committee ” chairman, Mr. Thomas Gorrie, Colonel 
Mitchell and Mr. C. R. Sanderson, the trip was carried through 
without a hitch and with evident enjoyment to our one hundred 
guests. 
* 

As to the actual Conference —- the dominant notes 
were County Libraries and Co-operation. e rural librarian can 
no longer, on the most shadowy of pretexts, urge that his affairs are 
neglected by the Library Association. He pushed the municipal 
librarian, of England at any rate, almost completely off the plat- 
form ; but his intention, which was to find a method of “ working 
together,” was an admirable one, and seeing the part that the 
Carnegie Trustees naturally played in the Conference, the position 
is quite understandable, as the main present interest of the Trustees 
is in rural library schemes. Gradually it will come about that the 
rural and municipal librarians will settle down together, and the 
at-present inevitable amateurism of the former will be balanced 
by the greater experience and knowledge of the latter. That will 
be a good thing, for Sir Frederic Kenyon’s happy definition of co- 
operation as “the more we are together, the merrier we'll be,” 


appeals to us all. 


Significant, too, was the attempt made to establish an inter- 
national conference between librarians. This matter has always 
attracted us. As was said recently, it is absurd that twenty-one 
miles of sea should divide all the librarians of continental Europe 
from their British colleagues, and that the same or similar problems 
should be faced in Great Britain without reference to the experience 
of the rest of the continent ; and, of course, any divorce between 
America and the other English-speaking races, different as each may 
be in certain of its political and social ambitions or ideas, is a suicidal 


> 


Tue Lisrary Wortp 


absurdity. Delegates from each country present were formed into a 

committee under the chairmanship of Dr. I. Collijn, of Sweden, to 

bring about international co-operation by means of frequent con- 

ferences and in other ways. 
* * * * 

All who work in libraries must have noted with interest the 
appeal of Lord Elgin for a federation of all library societies with the 
Library Association. He was perfectly explicit. There are the 
Special Libraries Association and the much larger Association of 
Assistant Librarians who should, in the President’s opinion, now 
federate with the Library Association. There is always the fear 
in the minds of the independent associations that they will be so 
utterly absorbed that they will be rendered quite inarticulate. 
But some scheme is surely not beyond human ingenuity whereby 
such an association as that of the Assistants may be part of the 
L.A. and yet have its own council, officers and journal. We trust 
that steps in the direction indicated will now be taken. 

* 

A pleasing aftermath of the Conference have been the meetings 
in which the overseas librarians have taken _ Dr. Locke, for 
example, attended one of the largest meetings of the A.A.L. in memory 
at the Guildhall in London on October 7th, and gave a fine address, 
under the chairmanship of Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, on Canadian 
Literature in Relation to that of Imperial and American. Dr. Belden 
addressed the School of Librarianship earlier on the same evening 
on the Massachusetts Library Commission, while on the next evening 
Mr. Roden dealt with the Chicago Public Library. On October 8th 
the Provost of University College and the staff of the School of 
Librarianship entertained a half-dozen of their overseas guests at 
dinner, and much happy interchange of ideas occurred. 


* * * * 


During the coming winter the London and Home Counties 
Branch of the Library Association will devote practically all its 
sessions to a discussion of the Report of the Public Libraries Com- 
mittee. It should therefore have a most profitable winter. We 
believe that many of the other branches will take a similar course.| 
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FICTION—PSYCHOLOGY—STATISTICS 
CLASSIFICATION 


Mr. Smitu, of Richmond, seems to have taken a t interest in 
the question of comparative statistics, i y in regard to 
fiction, and suggests in his last effort that Librarians classify fiction 
in order to make these comparisons in favour of non-fiction reading. 
the remarks of the Editor of The Library W. in regard to an 
analysis which was made in an annual report of the Gilstrap Public 
Library, Newark. The editor replied, quite nicely I thought, to a 
criticism upon something of which the details were unknown. 

However, anyone interested in the question can look up the 
several references quite easily. They appear in Vol. 28, Library 
World, pp. 117, 121, 135, 157. At the time I was too much occupied 
with other things to mind what was said on library matters—a 
casual glance at the journals was quite enough for me then—but m 
memory serves fairly well and so perhaps a little satisfaction will 
be given Mr. Smith in this article. 

In the paper read to the London and Home Counties Branch 
of the Library Association which appeared in The Library World 
for July last, he followed up the subject by trying to persuade 
librarians that to classify fiction for statistical purposes is sinful, 
and that it is not worth the trouble. 

It seems so obvious, surely, to men interested in their work 
and who feel the responsibility of it, that fiction is fiction, and to 
call it anything else even in figures is an imposition upon those to 
whom such information is given. Are there any men in the pro- 
fession who do it? I cannot believe that any librarian classifies 
fiction in order to compensate an inferiority complex in his library. 
Librarians as a whole do not worry about their fiction issues being 
large, but surely we all envy the man who can report that his 
readers show a preference for books not in class F. or 823, and, 
honestly speaking, should we not be quite pleased if by some 
accident or design, our own readers took a real interest in class 
literature ? 

I also agree with Mr. Smith that it is certainly not worth the 
trouble to classify fiction in order to swell non-fiction statistics, 
but how can he make these two statements, and then near the end 
of the paper say that ‘‘ Wherever a scheme for the classification of 
fiction is employed it should be applied only to book cards or other 

records”? What is the use of this form of classification ? 

At the risk of doing my namesake a wrong, I must say that on 
the face of it the trouble taken and time spent in classifying book 
cards is wasted if such numbers or letters as they receive are ignored 
in the issue. The book cards are surely the things upon which 
statistics are founded—they are sorted,as issued, under the classifi- 
cation number, counted at the end of the day, and then arranged 
according to the charging numbers. In this way, fiction 1s classified 
for statistics and no other purpose. I submit that it does not matter 
where a fiction on the shelves so long as the 
cards are distinctly fiction so far as the recording of fiction as 
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is concerned. Classification is always interesting and I suppose 
always will be so long as there are disagreements. There cannot be 
any objections to the idea that the arrangement of books on the 
shelves in an open access library has a big influence on the reading 
of the borrower. All arrangements should surely aim at progressive 
ae Classified reading lists of fiction are valueless in this 


respec 

et ae felt for a long time that the novel is not used to the best 
advantage ; it has been ignored as a possible jumping off ground 
for something relatively better. Literature as a whole has been 
badly split up so that no author can be completely studied through 
the various forms of literature in relation to his contemporaries 
without considerable “‘ hoppings” around the bookshelves, and 
the novel reader is left in ignorance of the fact that his favourite 
author has also written poems and plays or essays equally good 
and equally interesting. 

The scheme I have outlined below does, I believe, meet some 
of these shortcomings, but it should be clearly understood that all 
books are correctly classified on the charging card for statistical 


purposes. 

Take all books accepted as literature, let American and English 
be regarded as English Literature, general works, text books, 
poetry, drama, fiction, essays, etc., followed by the foreign forms, 
and below the numbers 820, 821, 822 and so on, add two dates. 
In the case of the general works and text books, the dates covered 
by the matter. 820 
_  €. Albert History of English Literature —————— 
(300)-1920 

820 


476-1500 


820 
Robertson Elizabethan Literature 
1558-1625 


Poetry, fiction, drama and other forms should bear the birth 
and death dates of the author. 


Ker English Literature : Mediaeval 


822 
e.g. Bennett The Love Match 
1867- 
F823 
é The Card 
1867- 
824 
- Things that have interested me 
1867- 
823 
A criticism of Beanett’s work would be ———————- and his life 
823B 1867- 


(if written) 


| 
| 
| 
1867- 


CASSELL’S AUTUMN BOOKS 


SIR HENRY WILSON, His Life and Diaries by Major- 


General Sir C. E. Callwell, K.C.B. 
Two volumes, medium 8vo, 16 half-tone plates; #2 2. net the set. 


LIFE, JOURNALISM AND POLITICS 


by J. A. Spender. 
Two volumes, medium 8vo, about 470 pages. £2 2a. net the set. 


SIR ARTHUR SULLIVAN, His Life, Letters and Diaries 


by Herbert Sullivan and Newman Flower. 
Medium 8vo, 2 four-colour plates, and 28 half-tone plates. 218. net. 


IMPRESSIONS AND MEMORIES by Lord Ribblesdale 
Demy 8vo, three-colour frontispiece, 8 half-tone plates. 168. net. 


A MUSICIAN'S NARRATIVE by Sir Alexander Campbell 
Mackenzie, K.C.V.O. Demy 81, 4 half-tone plates. 188. net. 


OUTLAWS OF MODERN DAYS by H. Ashton-Wolfe. 
Demy 8vo, 8 half-tone plates. 12@. Gd. net. 


7s. 6d. Novels. 


WARWICK DEEPING Kitty 
COMPTON MACKENZIE Vestal Fire 
SIR GILBERT PARKER Tarboe (6s.) 
G. K. CHESTERTON The Secret of Father Brown 
HUGH WALPOLE Jeremy at Crale 


H. DE VERE STACPOOLE 
The Mystery of Uncle Bollard 


H. A. VACHELL Miss Torrobin’s Experiment 


JOAN SUTHERLAND Onslaught 
HERMAN LANDON The Green Shadow 
SAX ROHMER Moon of Madness (és.) 


CASSELL'S, LONDON, E.C.4 


| 
| 


plus the date of his death. The classifier of course will give the 
number for what he considers Bennett’s chief contribution to 
literature ; for instance, 


and 
824 


1867- 

John Galsworthy was, of course, born in the same year as 
Arnold Bennett, but it is not difficult to devise some means of 
differentiation suppose both authors die in the same year. 

The dates of some authors are difficult to obtain, but it is aston- 
ishing when one sets out to obtain definite information how a little 
enterprise solves apparent difficulties. The books are then arranged 
on the shelves according to the dates given: 1811-1864, preceding 
1811-1866. Under each author the volumes are arranged as follows : 

821 822 F823 823 


1809-1876 1809-1876 1809-1876 1809-1876 
Poetry Drama Fiction Criticism 
823B 824 825 


1809-1876 1809-1876 1809-1876 
Life Essays Speeches 
826 827 


1809-1876 1809-1876 
Letters Humour 

I do not know of any one author who finds a place in all these 
forms so that the sequence is not nearly so long as suggested by the 
foregoing. Critical studies and lives are arranged according to the 
importance of the works as mentioned above. Probably a more 
satisfactory — of numbering the books is to place the dates 
be uite apart from the classification number as shown below. The 

te then simply becomes a finding number—easily disti 
With the use of the fore and aft guides the scheme is ready for use. 

When this has been done I would suggest after six months and 
twelve months that some examination be made of the issue records 
of the class Literature as a whole. 

The main point is, that all Literature by or relating to one 
author is brought together and arranged in proper relation to con- 
temporaries and in its correct place in the history of Literature. 
Any special period can be studied right through so far as it is repre- 
sented in the collection without much difficulty, and the various 
forms are still easily available. The provision of a map eg 
index on the following lines meets the needs of the ordinary reader. 


= Boldrewood, R. - - - 1826-1914 
GARDEN Bronte, C. - - - - 1816-1855 
ae Crawford, M - 1854-1909 
Cc - - 1812-1870 
ay,[. - - - 1876- 
czy, 
F “ pper - 1988- 
823 Snaith, J. = 1876- 
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AN ECONOMIST’S PROTEST 
By Epwin Cannan, Emeritus Professor of Political Economy 
in the University of London. Demy 8vo. 460 pp. 16s. 
This is a selection of over a hundred articles and letters, many hitherto un ublished, by 


from 1914 to 1926, and indicating the attitude of an economist to the events of 
eventful years. A certain unity is given to the whole by the human interest which is felt in watch- 


ing a single man struggling against the current of the popular beliefs of the moment. 


FAMILY ALLOWANCES IN PRACTICE: AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE FAMILY WAGE SYSTEM AND OF THE COMPENSATION FUND 
IN BELGIuM, FRANCE, GERMANY AND HOLLAND. 
By Hucu H. R. Vrpart, M.A., B.Litt. 

Demy 8vo. 260 pp. 10s. 6d. 

This book is an attempt to describe the short but remarkable histery of the Family Wage 
System in Europe, and in some measure to examine the reactions and the problems} to its 
rapid development has given rise. 


WAGES AND THE STATE: A CompPARATIVE STUDY OF THE 
PROBLEMS OF STATE WAGE REGULATION. 


By E. M. Burns, B.Sc. Demy 8vo. 450 pp. Cloth, 16s. 

The Times: ‘‘ An unnoticed revolution has taken place in the present century in the attitude 
of Governments to wages. Mrs. Burns has compiled a chronicle of this revolution, and made a 
searching examination of the problems of principle that it raises. The time was ripe for such a 
survey, and it has been well done . . . the chief value, perhaps, of Mrs. Burns’ analysis lies in the 
success with which she reveals the practical difficulties that arise inevitably out of any attempt to 


apply hard and fast rules to the question of wages. 


ESSAYS IN APPLIED ECONOMICS 
By A. C. Picou, M.A., Professor of Political Economy in 
the University of Cambridge. Second Edition. Demy 8vo. 
198 pp. 10s. 6d. 
The Private Use of Money—Employers and Economic Chivalry—Long and Short Hirings 
—Unemployment and the Great Slump—A Minimum Wage for Agriculture—Trade Boards and the 
Cave Committee—Prices and Wages from 1896-1914—Eugenics and Some Wage Problems—Small 
Holdings—The Concentration of Population—Some Aspects of the Housing ae ee 


of the Royal Commission on the Income Tax—Income Tax and Co-opera 
Ratio of International Interchange—The Foreign Exchange—The Exchange Value of Legal Tender 


Money. 


SOME PROBLEMS OF WAGES AND THEIR REGULATION 


IN GREAT BRITAIN SINCE 1918 
By ALLEN G. B. FisHER, Ph.D., of the University of Otago, 
New Zealand. Demy 8vo. 300 pp. 12s. 6d. 
This study aims at an historical presentation of some of the more important wage problems 
that have arisen since the War, with special reference to their interactions with the opinions of 
the several parties to wage negotiations, and to the principles which have been applied in each case. 
A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURER, His SociaL SURROUNDINGS AND Economic Con- 


DITIONS FROM 1870 TO THE PRESENT TIME. 
By F. E. GREEN, Member of the late Royal Commission on 
Agriculture. Demy 8vo. 356 PP. Cheap Edition 7s. 6d. 
Manchester Guardian.—“ There is nobody living better equipped than Mr. Green for the task 
he has set himself in these pages. Readers of his books know that he is an admirable writer, well 


able to put facts and statistics into an attractive form, and all those who have made any study of the 
agricultural problem know that he speaks on the conditions of village life with an authority 


that nobody can question. 


14 Great SMITH STREET, LONDON, S.w.1 
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This classification of Literature will be objected to particularly 
by the librarian who finds no use in apparently formidable shelf 
marks. Frankly I do not believe that any borrower can fail to 
understand the meaning of the dates. The ordinary reader is very 
often underestimated ; most of them are approachable and usually 
= pleased when some definite idea of their library is given to 

em. At all events I feel that here is a scheme for progressive 
reading in which novels take their rightful place. In many instances 
authors are read through the various forms represented and even 
an ordinary reader makes comparison between prose, poetry, 
plays, etc., but for statistical purposes fiction is fiction. 
PSYCHOLOGY. 

I have noticed one or two references in The Library World to 
the classification of Modern Psychology. Most librarians, I suppose, 
are interested in the subject itself, some seriously, others for the 
purpose of compiling humorous stories. However we take it, I think 
the general opinion is that books on the New Psychology should be 
near those at Dewey’s 150. 

Some time ago I read a paper on this subject to a meeting of 
5" ee and submitted the following schedule as an appendage 
to 150. 
15A The New Psychology (Biological interpretation of psycho- 

physical dispositions). 
15A.1 Relation to other topics in the scheme and subdivided 

accordingly, e.g. Psychology and education 15A.137 

» therapeutics 15A4.16155 

Unconscious mind. 
Subconscious. 
Consciousness. Cognition. Perception. 
Analytical psychology. Psycho-analysis. 
Dreams. Day-dreams. Mind-Wandering. 
Suggestion 

and character. 

», therapeutics. 

The theoretical prelude must have been very boring for one of 
my colleagues thought it was an extremely clever paper but of no 
value, whilst another took the opportunity to tell two stories of men 
who suggested all kinds of humorous situations to themselves with 
extraordinary success. One provided himself with teeth, the other 
with bandy legs. Two or three days later quite a number of applica- 
tions were made for a copy of the schedule. That, of course, was 
compensation. 

I give it here in the hope that it might interest in a different way 
a few librarians with whom I am not on such terms of a. . 


THE JUBILEE CONFERENCE OF THE 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 1927 


A JUBILEE whenever it occurs must always be an unique occasion. 
This is true of the Library Association as of any other person or 
institution. Its occurrence, synchronizing as it did with the publi- 
cation of the governmental Public Libraries “yy and with the 
possibility of visiting Edinburgh, stamped the jubilee of the 
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The Historic Monuments of England 


Edited by A. HAMILTON THOMPSON, M.A. Cantab. 


Hon. D.Litt. (Durham), F.S.A. 
Professor of Mediaeval History, University of Leeds. 


THE PAINTED 
GLASS OF YORK 


An Account of the Mediaeval 
Glass of the Minster and the 
Parish Churches. By the Rev. 
F. Harrison, M.A.,_ F.S.A. 
Librarian of the Dean and Chap- 
ter Library, York. With a Pre- 
face by the Dean of Westmin- 
ster. With four coloured plates 
and numerous illustrations. 


Just Ovt. 12s 6d net. 


THE CATHEDRAL 
CHURCHES OF 
ENGLAND 


A. HAMILTON THOMP- 
N, M.A., Hon. D.Litt. 
(Durham), F.S.A. With ious 
illustrations. 8s 6d net. 
The Builder says: “A vast 
amount of reaily useful informa- 
tion, —? arranged and lucidly 
expressed . . . the result of much 


painstaking research.” 


ENGLISH 

MEDIAEVAL 

PAINTED GLASS 
Witt)’ about’ fifty illustrations 
8s 6d net. 


“We have not met with a book 
on the subject which within a 


small gives so much well- 


Country Life 


ENGLISH 
MONUMENTAL 
SCULPTURE SINCE 
THE RENAISSANCE 
By KATHARINE A. ESDAILE. 
With many illustrations. 
10s 6d net. 


PARISH CHURCH 
ARCHITECTURE 


By E. TYRRELL GREEN, M.A. 
With 64 illustrations and a Map. 
8s 6d net. 
The Saturday Review says: 
“‘ Everyone who is interested in 
— art should own this 


SUNDIALS : Incised 
Dials or Mass-Clocks 


A study of the Time-Markers 
of Mediaeval Churches. B 
ARTHUR ROBERT GRE 
M.R.C.S. (England), L.R.CP. 
(London). With about sixty 
illustrations and diagrams. 
10s 6d net. 
“Covers ground which has been 
very little worked, and should 
lead readers . . . to explore a sub- 
= which is curious —s has its 
engaging problems.”"— 
The Times Literary Supplement. 


S.P.C.K., Northumberland Avenue 
London, W.C.2 
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within the recollection of 
most of us. 

In the space at our disposal we shall not to give more 
than an abstract and brief comment on the Edinburgh ings. 
We hope that a verbatim printing of the papers, with a well-edited 
abstract of the discussions, as well as an uate account of the 
civic hospitality, will be published by the Library Association itself. 
Such a record is demanded by the importance of the occasion. 

The most obvious feature of the Conference was the success of 
the effort to make it an international Conference. Most European 
nations were represented by distinguished librarians. America 
sent a handsome contingent numbering over one hundred 
headed by Mr. Carl B. Roden, President of the American 
Library Association, and Mr. Carl Milam, its Secretary. The 
Empire was represented by Dr. George H. Locke, the foremost of 
Canadian librarians, Mr. La Touche Armstrong, who, still a young 
man, has retired from the Melbourne Library, while India sent one 
of her own sons. Even China was represented by Miss Woods, the 
founder of the Library School at Peking. Moreover, in various 
ways most of these took an active part in the ings. 

The Conference was heralded by a pre-Conference tour arranged 
by the Library Association with the generous financial assistance of 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. Mr. Thomas Gorrie, Convener 
of the Library Sub-Committee of the Trust, and Colonel Mitchell, 
its Secretary, together with Mr. C. R. Sanderson, representing the 
Library Association Council, accompanied the overseas guests 
from London to Edinburgh by devious interesting ways, calls being 
made at Oxford, Birmingham, Manchester, and York (for the open- 
ing of the new Public Library there by Lord Elgin). Our guests 
appeared to have enjoyed the experience. 

The proceedings of the Conference divide themselves under 
several heads, and these we shall endeavour to treat briefly. 

I.— JUBILEE. 

Naturally the general interest of the meeting was the Jubilee 
of the Association. That, however, came more in the spirit of the 
affair than in any actual talk. It is true there wasa congratulatory 
message from the King and similar messages from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Earl Balfour, Lord Cave, Lord Eustace Percy, and 
others. It is also true that Mr. Frank Pacy, the Honorary 
Secretary, provided us with a most readable personal paper on 
his reminiscences of the Association, but there was no formal 
statement in any part of the proceedings declaring the con- 
tribution of the Association during the fifty years to the initiating 
and advancing of libraries. It appears to us that a great oppor- 
tunity was lost. 

The address by the President, the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
was a masterly one. It dealt with the place and purpose of the 
library, the unifying of the library service, and made a significant 
and timely appeal to all the now separate library associations to 
unite to form one corporate Library Association. The speech was 
broadcast, but, unfortunately, from Daventry only. 


Boots Booklovers’ Library 


Have much pleasure in announcing 
that the 1927 Edition of their Great 


Annual General Clearance Sale Catalogue 
is NOW in the Press 


The discriminating Librarian’s opportunity to secure 
additions and replacements to Library Stock at 
Immense Reductions 


Heap LIBRARIAN 


BOOTS BOOKLOVERS’ LIBRARY 
STAMFORD STREET Lonpon, E.C.1 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO., LTD. 


TWO HARPER BOOKS IN ALL LIBRARIES. 


MODERN ENGLISH PLAYWRIGHTS 


By J. W. Cunuirrs. 
A brief critical study of Modern English Drama 
from 1850 to the present day. 


10s. 6d. net. 


THE HUMAN ADVENTURE 


Consisting of Zhe Conquest of Civilisation by Jamus 
Henry Breastep, and Zhe Ordeal of Civilisation by 
James Harvey Rosinson. 


2 vols. 16s. net. each. 
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The annual dinner was a brilliaat, witty and thoroughly enjoy- 
able one. It was the largest in point of numbers and the merriest 
in atmosphere that we have had. Here were made speeches by 
Mr. Roden and others congratulating us upon the achievement of a 
jubilee ; and the President, replying to the toast of the Library 
Association, brought the whole assembly to their feet in the greatest 
enthusiasm after he had sung to them Scots Wha Hae. 

II.—RuRAL LIBRARIES. 

Recently the County Libraries Circle has been formed. It 
has been given two seats on the Library Association Council and had 
made definite claims for a place in the Conference programme. It 
got it, in spite of the fact that this was a jubilee celebration and that 
rural libraries are at the most ten years old. Two or three sessions 
were given up wholly to the discussion of county libraries. The 
Conference itself opened with a session on co-operation between 
borough and rural libraries which was undoubtedly most useful. 

At a later session Mr. Salter Davies, the Director of Education 
for Kent, dealt in an admirable fashion with the rural library as it is 
affected by the Public Libraries Report. It was a little unfortunate 
that the meeting clashed with others. This, however, must perhaps 
be in the nature of things, if the Association goes on, as we trust it 
will, to form more and more special groups. 

III.—AMERICAN AND CANADIAN PAPERS. 

Apart from the induction gathering the most attractive general 
sessions were those which were contributed to by the overseas 
delegates. Dr. G. H. Locke gave a most inspiring and interesting 
statement of the aims and ideals which are universally held by 
modern librarians. He lifted the Conference to a very high pitch 
of enthusiasm. Mr. Carl H. Milam gave a delightful lantern address 
on the work being done by the public libraries of the United States. 
Miss Linda A. Eastman dealt with the work of a great library as 
she sees it in her own magnificent institution at Cleveland. A new 
note, so far as this country is concerned, was struck by a paper 
on the High School Library by Miss May Ingles. The high 
school library is, of course, the library in the American ———- 
school, which often has its own trained librarian, and is frequentl 
under the direction of the public library of the city in which 
the school is situated. Miss Ingles pleaded the advantage 
of the library in the school over the library in the general public 
library. In this view she was challenged in a delightful speech by 
Mile. Claire Huchet, Librarian of the Children's Lik ’s Library of the City 
of Paris which is known as L’Heure Joyeuse, who argued that the 
= the school was exactly what was not wanted in any 

work. 

e contributions of the Americans were rounded off by the 
Anglo-American contribution of Professor Andrew Keogh, who gave 
a fascinating illustrated description of Yale and its magnificent —~ 
jected library which is to cost some millions of dollars. 
university library he showed us was such, in the words of Mr. Jast, 
as the English university librarian “ sees only in dreams when he 
is drunk ” 


| 
j 


WO - WAY 


QUICKER Send postcard 
finding. for free illus- 
SAFER — 
an ist oO 
support. 


iP 

it Riise, 

2%) 


! Publications fi 
WHITAKER LIBRARIANS 


THE REFERENCE CATALOGUE, 1928. 
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Altogether with their papers, addresses, and witty speeches at 
the annual dinner, our Canadian and American friends were the very 
backbone of the Conference. 

IV.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

There were other papers. A notable one, which will be perhaps 
better to read than it was to hear, since it was necessarily historical 
and statistical and full of matter, was Dr. William H. Dickson’s 
appropriate account of the National Library of Scotland. 

Miss Kate Pierce, of Kettering, gave a very agreeable, if some- 
what elementary, paper on the small li made effective, a subject 
on which she spoke with authority. 

.—TuHeE RECEPTIONS AND EXCURSIONS. 

On the first evening of the Conference the Lord Provost and 
City Council gave a picturesque and most dignified civic reception to 
the members in the magnificent Usher Hall. By the courtesy of the 
Advocates’ Library, the Signet Library and the National Library 
of Scotland, the Local Committee gave a reception on the second 
evening in the Parliament House Buildings which will long be 
remembered. The University gave an afternoon reception in its 
Library, and for the overseas guests and Council the Carnegie Dun- 
fermline Trust (not to be confused with the United Kingdom Trust) 
arranged a delightful visit to Dunfermline, the delegates travelling by 
special train over the Forth Bridge, and the train being stopped twice 
on the bridge—an unheard of thing—in order that they might see the 
sights. At Dunfermline they saw the various Carnegie institutions 
and were invited to visit Broomhall, the home of the President, 
where Lord and Lady Elgin and their charming children received 
them in a house which was full of interesting things. 

Space precludes more than this brief mention of func- 
tions and entertainments which must have cost the most careful 
— and thought upon large numbers of kindly people. 

all three occasions we heard the pipers, and on all three the 
hospitality in the way of refreshments left nothing to be desired. 

On the day after our formal deliberations ended, more than a 
dozen charabancs filled with delegates careered through a hundred 
miles of the border country, visiting Melrose Abbey, the home of 
Sir Walter Scott at Abbotsford, and Dryburgh Abbey, where he is 
buried. It was a beautiful day, and an excellent finish to a memor- 


able week. 
VI.—NuMBERS PRESENT. 

It is interesting to note that the final figure of registration at 
the Edinburgh Conference was 832. At the Annual Dinner there 
were 382, on the Scott tour 409 and on the visit to Dunfermline 
137. At the Lord Provost’s Reception 750 were present and there 
was an attendance of 700 at the Parliament House Reception. 

VII.—EXuiBITIons. 

There was the usual trade exhibition which was opened by the 
President on the first day of the meeting. It was a well-arranged 
collection of interesting and practical exhibits manned by a very 
courteous lot of business men. There was also an exhibition of 
oe phs illustrating American work, and photographs from 

istol, Liverpool and chester illustrated some of the activities 
of these libraries. Excellently displayed as all these exhibitions 
were, one cannot but reflect that it was difficult to do justice to 
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them, not because of any inconvenience in their position, but 
because of the great pressure of the Conference itself. 

Inadequate as is this sketch of the Conference, it would be still 
more inadequate if we did not endeavour to express the thanks that 
all librarians must feel to the organisers in Edinburgh. On Mr. 
Savage fell a great deal of the burden, although he had the able 
assistance of Mr. Alfred Ogilvie and Mr. John Minto, as well as the 
— and constant encouragement of a first-rate Local Committee 

eaded by Sir George Macdonald. We were sorry to hear that Mr. 
Savage had been unwell, and this must, of course, have added to the 
difficulty of his labours. 

To Lord Elgin, to the Carnegie Trustees, to the Lord Provost 
and citizens of Edinburgh and to the University Authorities the 
whole band of British librarians owe a very real debt. The beauty 
of Edinburgh and the hospitality of her leaders will long remain 
in the minds of all who were privileged to take part in the first 
Jubilee of the Library Association. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 
My ZENODOTUS, 

Our annual letter to you on the Library Association Conference ! 
Greeting: The years pass over our grey heads like the flight of 
swallows, leaving many quite unmemorable matters behind them. 
Time has now flown over the fiftieth anniversary of the Library 
Association and I think—and in this Callemachus is at one with me— 
that the gathering was notable indeed. When, after a night in the 
train which wearied my aged bones more than I would confess to 
anyone but yourself, I saw through a silver mist the grey and brown 
of Edinburgh Castle brooding above me, the youth in me revived 
again. What times we had here in 1870, when you and I were the 
merest juniors! But it will not do to draw again the veil that time 
mercifully dropped over the follies of our salad days. They may 
rest ; but they had an ethereal light about them, and I feared this 
would have evaporated (if light can evaporate) entirely when I 
returned thus “ to revisit the glimpses of the moon.” The fear was 

UNNECESSARY 

as would, for you, be any description of Edinburgh itself. Edinburgh 
is lovely in all her aspects, even in her most moist ones ; even in 
late September when days are short and mornings may be dismal— 
as some of ours were meteorologically. You say that infirmities of 
time prevented your coming this year. How soon this may be true 
of others of us! Yet we took part in all the vigour and rigour of 
this jubilee as if we were thirty years younger. When, after the 
reception of the evening was ended, we stretched in the long chair 
at the hotel with a cup (or was it a glass ?) before us, and a cigarette 
between our lips, did we not together have symposia worthy of 
Olympians ? e got going immediately I arrived. There were 
tickets, plans, guides, programmes, to be obtained at the twin- 
towered hall up the Mound. There was a precious morning to spend 

the high street with its cliffs of brown tenements that end in 
the tragic walls of Holyrood. I struggled up Calton Hill and looked 
down on Princes Street ; and, missing the debate on co-operation 
between town and county libraries in the afternoon, I climbed the 
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A Dictionary of Universal Knowledge 


Edited by DAVID PATRICK, LL.D., and WILLIAM GEDDIE, M.A., B.Sc. 
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By ALASDAIR A. MACGREGOR utifully illustrated with 40 photographs 17/6 net 

THE GREY OF ENGLAND. ARTHUR GRANT ... 7/6 net 
A delightful record of their literary and historical associations. Beautifully illustrated. 

THE CHILDREN’S BOOK OF WILD FLOWERS = THE STORY OF Par my ay Dn 10/6 Net 

By GARETH H. BROWNING. Contains 50 charming full-page illustrations in 


THE FRINGES OF FIFE. By JOHN egy 7/6 ne 
New and Enlarged Edition, containing 16 full-page e illustrations in colour by Arthur Wall, 
and many dainty pen and ink sketches by eirter and Arthur Wall. 


Even if it is your habit to avoid volumes of short stories, do not fail to read 
— 1!” You ‘ou will look forward to another volume from the same pen. 
BRISTOL EYES. By G. APPLEBY TERRILL ove 7/6 net 

“A ~% delightful volume.”—Dasly Mirror. 

“A book I can most heartily recommend.’’— Referee. 

book of which one can make a coimpanion.'’—Sheffield 

“ He can tell a story with the best of the moderns.’’—Sussex ily News. 

“* There is a world of distinction . . . one of the finest volumes of short stories that 
have come our way for a long time. The essential spirit of romance and adventure is in these 
pages. The reader who once takes up the volume will be totally oblivious of his 
surroundings until he has finished the tale on which he starts.’’— Kilmarnock Standard. 


OUT IN THE GLARE. A Glorious Cricket Story. By G. tp ye TERRILL 2/6 net 


“* The reader is enthralled as he follows the progress o match and the workings of 
mind of a sensitive cricketer battling against tremendous odds. The author 
it of the game in a wonderful way, w also giving us a splendid woe 
+h ve missed reading ‘ Out in the Glare’ for a great deal. Stirling Journal 
“A worthy successor to ‘ Wee Ma "People’s joa, 
BETTY. By}; J. BELL, Author of Wee MacGreegor.”” 2/6 net 
Evening Times says :—‘‘A book to chase away the cob-webs.”” 
Glasgow News says :—*' Where, you may is laughter up for 
Without delay one may to tell— 


In Betty you find it without tal, 
The latest from the pen of J. J. Bell 
THE nee oF BUBBLES. by A. BEVERLEY BAXTER ..... 3/6 ne 
he Bookman says :—‘‘A remarkable first book by a Canadian author. a 
of style vivid eacipive power, and, what is even more precious, a very searching know- 
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gettable.”"—Hucu 
A mélange of Marriage, and M 
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Castle hill and looked over its grim walls to the finest view I have 
ever seen—that of the Forth and the hills of Fife ; and I saw the 
most beautiful and poetical of war memorials on the very heights of 
the Castle, in which the shrine rests on the rock that is Scotland. 
You see, the Conference begins for me with 
THE PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS, 
and it was on the Tuesday morning, when I had become acclimatised 
to Edinburgh, that Dr. Guppy, with the grace that always charac- 
terises him, said the briefest of introductory words to us, and called 
to succeed him a kinsman of Bruce by direct descent, the Earl of 
Elgin, who is still a young man, who has a splendid voice, and proved 
to be a masterly chairman. But the Presidential address was not 
to come until the evening. Now we listened while in his clear bari- 
tone the Earl read out a fine message from the King, and messages 
from other great dignitaries and men of mark, all congratulating us 
on having survived fifty years. Surely, thought I, we have arrived. 
Then Dr. Dickson, the venerable librarian of the Scottish National 
Library, gave us a history of that newest of national literary 
treasure-houses. Dr. G. H. Locke, whose handsome presence 
captured us all, stood up and orated (that is the right word) in capti- 
vating fashion upon libraries and what they can and ought to do. 
One of his remarks was quoted by The Observer as a saying of the 
week: “I am not afraid of Bolsheviks, but I am afraid of the 
ignorant righteous.” But I am not going to talk to you about 
THE PAPERS 

which were read at, or written for, the meeting. I hope to read them 
some day in the L. A. Record, or elsewhere. I rather want to dwell 
upon the things which appeal most to an old man. First, the larger 
number of women at our gatherings than usual was due no doubt 
to the presence of many women county librarians. It may, however, 
be because there are more women in our work now than there were. 
Or the ladies may have been wives; but, although a few lib - 
wives come to conferences, most of them prefer to stay away. 
is it that their husbands prefer? However, this speculation goes 
too deep. Then the number of foreign and colonial friends who 
joined us was really remarkable. There were 
where, if led Pha ed yourself 

ere, if your ears led you, you might have imagin at an 
American Conference. And what good folk they ali'were! It seemed 
to me that the admirable arrangements—and no one appreciates 
them more than I do—might have been even more perfect if a 
determined effort had been made to break down the international 
shyness. We were too much inclined to revolve in small rings within 
our own national limits. We must alter this, as I am convinced that 
international meetings are to be one of the real factors of the future. 
How can I convey to you the 

PROCEEDINGS 

of such a conference in the compass of a letter? I can’t. I can try 
to assess the results in an immature way—immature because one 

ought to meditate over such a conference, and I have not had leisure 
yet todo this. What is more, so many meetings synchronised that, 
with the best will in the world, I could only attend some of them. 
I think we have — understanding, not only of one another— 
for example, as “county” and “ borough" librarians— 
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but also we have more appreciation of the foreigner. We have had 
appreciation from him, too. At the annual dinner we had a remark 
on our too-great bibliothecal modesty from President Roden ; each 
country, he averred, could learn from the other. Those who met 
M. Lemaitre and Mdlle. Huchet must have been struck by their . 
enthusiasm and charm ; and so on, without disparagement of any, 
all through. But Wyat Srruck ME Most 

in the Conference, apart from our own modesty in omitting any real 
celebration of our L.A. Jubilee, was the “ getting together ”’ aspect 
of things. Our noble President deliberately asked the Aslib and _ 
A.A.L. to become part of the L.A. He wanted all the library 
interests unified so that they presented one front and a corporate 
opinion on all library questions. I have dreamed this, too. 

If I wrote A CHRONICLE 

of all our doings the Editor would refuse to publish this letter. I 
will leave actualities, I mean mere facts, to the nimbler pen of 
Aristonymous next month. All I want to say is that I enjoyed the 
proceedings, that I appreciated the annual dinner and its s es, 
although we southrons wrung the very bosoms of our Scottish 
friends by clasping hands at the first verse of Auld Lang Syne, that 
I loved the manuscripts in the crypt of the National (or was it the 
Advocates ?) Library, and simply revelled in the tour to Abbotsford 
and the abbeys. Nor ain I unmindful of the great industry, fore- 
thought and kindliness that went to make this great Conference the 
success and joy that it was. I cannot recall all the names, but apart 
from those of the President, the Colonel, Mr. Gorrie, and the Edin- 
burgh civic chiefs, I must say a word of gratitude to Mr. Ernest 
A. Savage and Mr. John Minto. There are others, I know—I would 


I were able to thank them all adequately. Vale ! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers 
of LETTERS ON Our AFFaiRs.” —Editor, THE LIBRARY WORLD.] 


LIBRARY TOPICS 

Wuere to find specialised information of all kinds was the dominant 
note of the Fourth Conference of the Association of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux that was held at Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, during the week-end September 23rd to 26th. Close on 200 
attended representing organisations of every variety, including the 
Empire Marketing Board, Ministry of Labour, Board of Trade, 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, British Medical Association, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and the British 
Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association. A number of 
foreign organisations were represented, such as the International 
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation (Paris), the International 
Institute of Bibliography (Brussels), the International Labour 
Office (Geneva), the American Library Association, the Speci 
Libraries Associations both of America and Denmark, the Dutch 
Institute of Documentation and the International Commission of 
Decimal Classification (Deventer, Holland). There were many 
representatives of important industrial and commercial interests. 
Mr. Stephen Gaselee, Sir Horace Plunkett, Sir George Fordham 
and other well-known people also participated. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
COUNCIL ELECTION, 1927-1928. 


LONDON 
A. Esdaile, M.A. - - 341 rh x? - 296 
L. Newcombe - - - 339 Prideau: A. - 290 
C. R. Sanderson - - - 330 E. A. Baker, D.Litt - 280 
W.B. Thorne - - - 325 B. M. Headicar - - - 271 
J. D. Stewart - - - 322 G. H. Palmer, B.A. - - 263 
G. P. Jones, B.A. - - 317 J. D. Walker - - - 241 
Not ELectTep. 
A.G. Burt - 238 
COUNTRY COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 
E. A. Savage - - - 349 A. J. Hawkes - - - 246 
W. A. Briscoe - . - 337 L..R. McColvin - . - 245 
W. C. B. Sayers - - - 314 Miss K. E. Pierce . - 244 
G. A. Stephen - - - 295 A. Sparke - - - 240 
B. Anderton, M.A. - - 287 R. Ashton - - - 237 
- - - = . W. Singleton - - - 235 
. Hutt, M.A. - - - . Ta -Soper - - 233 
ie Farr - - - - 261 w. Wie. - - - 227 
C. Nowell - - - 260 E. Green - - - - 222 
H. D. Roberts - - - 247 W. A. Fenton, M.A. - - 209 
Not 

L.A. Taylor - - 2066 G.R. Bolton - - - 179 
. - 199 F. C. Cole - 178 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS, 
MAY, 1927. 
LISTS OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. 


SECTION 1.—LITERARY HISTORY. 

97 Candidates sat - Honours !, Merits 1, Passes 55. 
HONOURS.—Austin, Miss M. F., Sheffield. 

MERITS.—Cooper, F. Portsmouth. 

PASSES.—Adey, F. C., Manchester; Asman, Miss W., Birmingham ; Bowley, Miss V. E., 
Hounslow ; Bridge, Miss D. G., Ipswich ; Callan, Miss M. , Glasgow; Carter, Miss P. 
Holloway Cashmore, Miss M. K., Birmingham ; Chorlton, j. M., Manchester ; 

. H. G., Bethnal “4 Cronshaw, F. E., Oldbam ; Darbey, B. C., Wolverhampton ; Davies, 
tr Bolton ; Dawes, Miss M., Bradford ; Donkin, Miss W. Go Newcastle-on- Tyne; Dowdy, Miss 
A. C., Ipswich; Emslie, G. , Glasgow ; Evans, Miss M., Bristol ; Fairhurst, A. C., Wigan ; 
Ferrand, Miss E. M., eechuaine Gaskin, G., Walth ll, Miss M. L., ee 
Goodwin, Miss A. M., Birmi bam ; Graham, Miss J. Gross, jJ.A 
ingham ; Hamilton, Miss A. , Glasgow ; Hampton, S. A. J., Bermondsey ; H. ancock, Miss D 
Sheffield ; Harvey, Miss M.. Aberystwyth ; Healing, Miss W. J., Hove; Hill, Miss A. B.. 
Hughes, Miss W., Ingall, Mise E., Birmingham ; Isaac, ss G., Cardiff ; A C.. Chester- 
field ; Johnson, Miss L. A., Fulham ; ; Lee, F., Nelson : Macdonald, J. H., Bradford ; McEwan, 
Miss C. R., Glasgow; Mildon, Miss E. L. S., Bristol ; Musgrave, C. Ww. ‘Croydon ; Norris, Miss 
D. M., Birmingham ; Ollerton, Miss I. E., Hove ; Pearce, T. D., St. Helens ; Reynolds, > de Dee 
Leeds ; Roberts, Miss E. E., Kidderminster ; Russ, M A., Bath; Schietter, Miss H. E.. 
Buckingham Gate, S.W. Thorold, Miss D. M., Ipewich ; Tosth, A. E., Birmingham ; Turner, 
Miss M. N., Ure, Miss I. M., Glasgow ; Waites, H. "E., Fulham ; Waterhouse, Miss E. A., Bradford : 
Whiteley, H. E., Grimsby ; Wilson, Miss K. S., Glasgow. 

SECTION BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

40 Candidates sat - Honours 2, Merits 5.) 1 20 
HONOURS.—Allday, Miss ©. M., Birmingham ; ‘Newland, G , Limehouse. 
MERITS.—Beattie, Miss M., Kingston-on-Thames; Fe won, F. w., Glasgow ; 

Horrocks, S., Manchester; Thomas, R. N., Poplar ; White, &. "— 

PASSES. —Austin, Miss C. A., Gloucester ; Baker, Miss é. A., Ealing; Bone, Miss B. C., 
Birmingbam ; Burnett, J. A., , Sunderland ; Cooks, Miss K. M., Davies, J. H., Evans, Miss W. A., 
Birmingham; Francis, L, Manchester ; Govier, Miss D. N., Griffiths, Miss O. E., Birm- 

McKinnon, Mason, F. 2 B., Westminster ; Muskett, T. W., Hudders- 
tela j, Oldaker, L. T.. irmingham ; Purdue, Miss E. M., Hove ; Sayell, R. C., Watford ; Skinner, 
Newport, Mon. ; Stevens, F. J., Middlesbrough ; Swift, J., Bolton ; Wilson, J. L., Hackney’ 
SECTION I11.—CLASSIFICATION. 
107 Candidates sat - Honours, none; Merits, 1; Passes, 36. 

MERITS.—Leggatt, D. R., Dorchester. 

PASSES.—Austin, J. H., Bournemouth ; Bailey, Miss W. L., Lowestoft ; bg = 
Manchester; Bennett, C., Warrington ; Chivers, H., Kidderminster ; Coe, Miss N 4 ty 
Cooper, Miss E. K., Norwich ; Etchells, Miss D., Derby ; Fergusson, Miss B. M., Bath ; Foley, 


104 
| 
| 
. Pollitt - - 190 


Under the sign of “Pegasus” will be found two 
features of special interest to the Public Librarian. 


1. The largest selection of English & Foreign 
booksx—-NEW AND SECONDHAND 
—to be seen in London. 


2. A Public Library Binding Service of some 
three quarters of a century’s standing, with 


a reputation second to none in the country. 


MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY LTD. 
30-34, New Oxford Street, W.C./. 


The WOOLSTON BOOK Co. Ltd. 


A letter recently received by us states : 

“It was an education to be brought into 
touch with an establishment conducted 
on such efficient lines.” 


We claim to be the best organised 
library supply house in the Kingdom ; 
will you allow us to prove it by visiting 
our Showrooms ? 


BYARD LANE, NOTTINGHAM 
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, Dublin ; Gayton, Miss W. : -, Croydon ; Manches 
| eer Williams, Miss P. K., Cheltenham ; Hill, Miss G. A.. Bath; jacka, Miss S., Sunderland ; 
; Jones, Miss E. ) Aberystwyth : Kraan, Mrs. M., Workso: : 
ton, Miss K. A. , Liverpool ; McLardy, Miss D. Manchester ; Neve, Miss M. E.., Bournemouth 
Nichols, Miss K. M., Cheltenham ; Parker, G. C. J., Hammersmith ; Paterson, Miss J. H., 
ingham ; Peck, J. £., Greenwich ; Peters, Miss 4 = Cardiff ; Pritchard, Miss D., LS 


4" B. Glasgow ; Reed, E. 6. Coventry ; a tonebridge, A. J. D t. Marylebone ; Thomson, 
Miss E. A. Croydon ; Thorne, Miss W. K., St. Bride’s Institute ; "peste A ., Birmingham ; 
Wathios A. Gainsborough ; Wisker, E., Fulham. 


118 Candidates sat Honours, none ; Merits, none ; Passes, 55. 
PASSES.—Andrews, Miss E. R., Newcastle-on- -Tyne ; Atkinson, Warrington 
Miss J., Great Crosby ; Batchelor, R. A., Wallasey; Bennett, F. G. L., =. Pancras i 
Clapham ; Bishop, W. J., Royal College of Physicians; Bryant, E. S. A., 
Christian, Miss M., Glasgow; Dean, Miss I. L., Watford ; Duff, Miss fics Bd. E., Newcastle-on- -Tyne ; 
Ellis, Miss C. J., Hayle, Cornwall ; Fearnley, Miss I. C., Birkenhead ; ; Miss G. M., Ipswich ; 


Forsyth, J. Edinburgh Gee, Miss M., Birkenbead ; Harrison, Miss M., ‘Manchester 
Bolton ; Holman, Miss R., Middlesbrough ; Ingram, Miss F. E., Woolwich; Jacka, Miss s., 
Sunderland; Kerr, Miss H., Gl OW ; Lawler, Miss B. P., Liverpool; Leighton, Miss D., Stock- 

rt; Lingard, Miss C. A. "Manc ter; Macdonald, Miss E. M., Sheffield; McGill, Miss H. M., 

anchester ; Maddocks, Miss E. D., Wolverhampton ; Milburn, ‘Miss F. L.. Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Mollett, Miss G. E., Bournemouth ; Naylor, H., Bolton’; Pilling, Miss K. E., Liverpool ; Pottinger, 
M. C., Glasgow ; Pugsley, W. C., Bath; Purcell, Miss E. O., Rooksby, Miss E. D., Cardiff ; 
Russell, D. H., Glasgow; Shaw, Miss. B., Wakefield ; Sherwood, Su Huddersfield ; Smithson, 
Miss E. L., Birminghain ; Stapleton Miss D., Liverpool ; Stevenson, w. B., Wallasey ; ; Steward, 
A. V., Norwich ; Taylor, Miss P. M., Newcastle-on- Tyne j Thompson, x, Iikley ; Thomson, 
Miss E. A. M., i Croydon 3 — Miss E. , Liverpool ; Tompkins, . C., Hornsey ; Wells, Miss 
N. E., Bath; West, Miss E. K » Croydon ; itil Miss F. E., Manchester ; Williams, Miss M. G., 
Aberystwyth ; Water E., Fulham ; food Green ; Wright, Miss C. L., Leicester. 

SECTION ORGANIZATION. 
86 Candidates sat - Honours, none; Merits, none ; Passes, 
PASSES.—Bennett, B., Bournemouth ; Bradley, Miss M., Newcastle-on- _ 

E., Dublin; Carnell, Miss’ E. J., Exeter; Carr, J. A., Liverpool; Edwards, 
Aberystwyth ; Ellis, Miss C. an Hayle, Cornwall ; esketh-Williams, Miss P. K., Cheltenham ; 
Howarth, A., ‘Bolton ; Marsh, Miss M., Darlington ; Minto, C. S., Edinburgh ; Mu! hy, Miss M., 
Liverpool ; Nichols, ‘Miss K. M., Cheltenham ; Oxbury, Miss bd. G Norwich ; ‘earson, Miss 
E. L., Newcastle-on- Tyne ; Pyman, Miss E. E., Ipswich ; en St ., Croydon ; "Ryder, Miss M., 
Railway Mechanics’ 3 Searson, Glasgow pe rd, M., Bolton ; Simpson, 
E., Sheffield ; Speight, Miss P. M., Johan "Stevens, F. Middlesbro ugh ; Tillie, 
A., Kensington ; Walker, J. Shetiela febster, Mies » Dundee ; Williams, 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
145 Candidates ge - Honours, none; Merits, 1; Passes, 32. 
MERITS.—Govier, Miss D. N., Birmingham. 
PASSES.—Appleby, Miss ‘Richmond ; Armstrong, Miss E., — ; 
Bolton; Bennett, C., Be Bradley, M., ewcastle-on-T A 
arberry, E., Dublin ; ind H., Norwich ; D'Arc Dublin ; Drury, 


D. G., Shethela ; Evans, Miss coventry Fleming, J. Jelfast ; Halbert, Miss 
.. Glasgow ; Hall, J. G., Hull ; Ho by, | W. J., Chelsea ; Jenkins, M., Widnes ; Lythgoe, 
M., Liverpool ; Martin, J., Edin ; Moore, Miss H. M., Parry, Miss 


EB. j., Cheltenham ; Pearson, Miss A., thy Roe, Miss H., Lavighis, Ireland ; Sherwood, 
Miss E. , Coventry ; ; Shipton, Miss S. A., Richmond ; Snaith, ‘Miss M., Carlisle ; 'Stanswood, 
Miss C., | me Sutherland, i E., Glasgow ; Taylor, Miss M. = Coventry ; Walford, 
A. J., ; Stoke Newington ; Wells, G. R ., Wimbledon ; Win terflood R. C., Chiswick ; Woodhams, 
Miss tone. 


REVIEWS 
Tue Liprary Association, Early Days: A Retrospect. By the 
Honorary Secretary. Submitted to the Fiftieth Anniversary 
Conference, September, 1927. London: Published for the 
Library Association. 

Mr. Pacy’s interesting paper on Fifty Years of Library Associa- 
tion activities deserves special comment. It will be found most enter- 
taining by those who recall the incidents to which he refers and the 
personalities he mentions as having played their in the growth—not to 
say struggles—of the Library Movement. The style is excellent, in places even 
most refreshing, and the only suggestion which mmight be made as to improve- 
ment is that the author should have indulged his craving to write an addendum 
entitled “ Some Presidents I have known.” “ Presidents, of course,” he says, 

“ are, at any rate officially, all good and great men, but still they are men, with 
failings of weak humanity, and—* I could a tale unfold.” 
REPORTS. 
BaTTERSEA Public Libraries —40th Annual Report, 1926-1927. 
Chief Librarian, J. Fredk. Hogg, F.L.A. Population, 167,739. 
Amount produced by 1d. rate, £4,650. Stock: Lending, 28,151 ; 


The“Econasign” 


WILL PRINT ALL NOTICES, ANY SIZE, 
AT A MINIMUM OF COST. 


[As Supplied to a Great Number of 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 
Leading Business Houses, Government Offices, etc. 
Prices— 
The “SUPER” Outfit, 60/- post free. 
The “BIJOU” Outfit, 32/6 ,, 


Write for Samples and Particulars— 


THE ECONASIGN Co. 


94 Jermyn Street, Piccadilly, S.W.1 


Topephome } Established over 60 years. wigan 


STARR’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


ONE QUALITY—THE BEST (the cheapest). 


POINTS TO Method of sewing adapted to the of 
—— Paper, including GUARDED EVERY A 
NOTICE. overcasting, etc. 

++ Split Boards. Holland Joinis. Real Pigskin. 


Bancroft Buckram. First-class Forwarding 
and Finishing. 


47 SEND FOR PRICE LIST AND COMPARE— 


J. STARR & SONS, LTD. 
DAWBER STREET WORKS, 
Warehousse: ROWSSTTONM SQUARE. WIGAN, Lancs. 
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Reference, 28,720; Branches, 21,871. Additions, 4,452. With. 
drawals, 2,500. Issues: Len , 169,532 ; Reference, 145,005 ; 


Branches, 176,855; Blind , 271. Borrowers, 15,588. 

Branches, 2. 

The re-organization of the Central Department on the open 
access system is another forward in the modernisation of the Libraries 
in the Borough. During the this department was closed for four 
months while the necessary alterations were carried out. Ju by the 
record number of new borrowers the new methods are hi a 


ciated. Plans have been prepared for the alteration of the Junior Li 

so that this section will shortly be brought into line with the adult library. 

Although the system was di ized and the service very greatly impaired 

the issues showed only a very slight decrease on the year’s working. 

Burney Public Libraries—13th Annual Report, 1926-1927. 
Borough Librarian, W. Bramley Coupland, F.L.A. —— 
103,600. Grant from the Borough rate, £4,876. Stock : ding, 
28,607; Reference, 4,491. Additions, 2,510. Withdrawals, 
1,459. Issues: Lending, 393,155; Reference, 25,218; School 
Libraries, 39,851 ; Blind readers, 704. Borrowers, 10,397. 

The extensive use made of the Libraries by the general public continues 
with gratifying regularity and in all departments the returns show a remark- 
able advance on previous years. The site for the new Central building is 
nearly cleared and it is hoped that the work on the building will be commenced 
about October next. 

Coventry Public Libraries—A Year’s Work of the Cony 
Public Libraries, 1926-1927. City Librarian, Charles Nowell, 
F.L.A. Population, 136,000. Stock: Lending, 41,652; Refer- 
ence, 18,501 ; Teachers’ and Parents’ library, 2,849 ; Commercial 
and Technical Library, 5,190; Local Collection, 3,222; School 
Libraries, 4,315. Additions, 7,680. Withdrawals, 3,016. Issues : 
Lending, 221,348 ; Branches, 253,780 ; School Libraries, 91,980. 
Borrowers, 18,904. Branches, 3. 

The figures given in the above demonstrate clearly the continued 
popularity of the Libraries. The total issues show an increase of 83,000 over 
those of last year. By the inauguration of a system of school libraries it was 

to relieve the pressure in the Junior departments of the Libraries. Very 
little difference, however, is noted, as the issues are only slightly below those 
of the previous year, although over 90,000 books were issued at the schools. 

In order to meet in some degree the additional work of the Libraries four 

extra assistants were appointed during the year. 

FuLuam Public Libraries.—39th Annual Report, 1926-1927. Chief 
Librarian, J. E. Walker, F.L.A. Population, 164,300. Rate, 
1.5d. Income, £6,585. Stock: Lending, 55,498; Reference, 
12,130. Additions: Lending, 3,365; Reference, 998. Issues : 
Lending, 473,635; Reference, 75,418. Borrowers, 20,087. 
Branches, 2. 

Attention is drawn to the gratifying increase in the total circulation of 
books; over 20,000 more were issued than last year in spite of a decrease in 

300 classes from i 
borough visited the Libraries for lesson and for books. 

In the latter case the children had the help of their teachers in what 

best to read. In this way 12,543 books were issued to children. The teachers 

have expressed their a iation of the benefits derived from these visits to 

the Libraries. The ‘‘ Talks " to children were attended by 4,600. 

Ipswicu Public Li —A Year's Work, 1926-1927.—Chief 
Librarian, Lionel R. McColvin, F.L.A. Population, 83,000. 
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Appleton 
Books 


F. COLLINS. 


Describes many tric which 
YY anyone an 


THE BOYS’ BOOK OF Anse 

a ve you an in client youngster 
Vining ‘himeclt with, all’ th hours enter- 


THE BOOK OF PUZZLES A. F.COLLINS, 


Here are puzzles of every variety to test the 
skill and uity of the 
Fully Illustrated, 5/- 


TAM OF THE FIRE CAVE H. R. GARIS. 
A story of youth in the Old Stone Age. 5/- 


THE MYSTERY TRAIL E.R.GREGOR 


The search for the mysterious lake makes a 


CAMERON MACBAIN, 

. SHERMAN. 
A boy of the woods ouleede finds himself 
plunged into the midst of life in a great city, 
and the story tells of the dangers he faced 
and overcame. 5/- 


A FLAG KEPT FLYING DORIS POCOCK. 


This story has a picturesque Scottish setting 
of lonely moors and misty highlands. 
“ A right good tale.""—S.S. Chronicle 5/- 


CAROL OF HIGHLAND CAM 
E. SILVERS. 
An accurate presentation of life at a typical 
irls’ camp to-day. Included is a t 
orest fire and a brave rescue from the cliffs 


5/- 
THE JANITOR’S CAT T. A. HARPER 


A quaint story of a cat that stayed in the 
basement of a bookshop and at night comes 
out to meet Alice in Wonderland, Peter Pan 
and other characters who leave "their books 
when no living being is around and the “—- 


THE BOY SCOUTS’ YEAR BOOK. 


Devoted to sport, to games and to camping, 
this new volume will be eagerly welcomed by 
boys all over the country. 

Fully Illustrated. 7/6 


JOSEPH A. ALTSHELER. Do you know 
this author has written forty volumes com- 
prising historical, Indian, and other ro- 
mances especially for men and boys? A 
BOOKLET SENT FREE ON REQUEST. 


34 Bedford Street 
London 


HARRODS 
LIBRARY 


is offering recently 
published Literature 


at 
0°, to 8 0°, 
below cost of 


New Copies 


HARRODS LTD 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
LONDON - SW I 


a 
rintina: 
A SHORT HISTORY 
Edited by R.A. Peddie 
Cr. 8vo. pp. 400 
Dark Blue Buckram 
Bevelled Edges 


Price - - £1 Is. net. 


GRAFTON & CO. 


LONDON 
51 Great Russell St., W.C.1 
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Stock: Lending, 29,199; Reference, 17,011; Children’s, 5,777 ; 
Branches, 10,781. Additions, 2,728. Withdrawals, 1,136. 
Issues: Lending, 255,839; Reference, 71,967; Children’s, 
79,261 ; Branches, 72,444. Borrowers, 11,400. Branches, 6. 

The progress reported last year has been more than maintained and it is 
= to report an increase of 14 cent. over the issues published then. 

uraging reports come from the libraries and the two new ones 
opened during the year have made excellent beginnings. 

Kinc’s Lynn Public Library.—28th Annual Report, 1926-1927. 
Librarian, H. J. Rennie. Population, 20,000. Total stock, 
19,886. Additions, 1,650. Withdrawals, 1,276. Issues, 108,752. 
Borrowers enrolled during the year, 1,132. Subscribers to the 
Book Club, 320. Book Club issues, 14,006. 

Out of the increase of 23,890 in the issues for the past year the Junior 
Department claims 12,914. This is very satisfactory seeing that the depart- 
ment was only opened for the first time during the year. The Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust has made a grant of £300 to be spread over three years towards 
the purchase of books for the Library for which the Committee express their 
indebtedness. 

NorwicH Public Libraries—A Year’s Work, 1926-1927. City 
Librarian, Geo. A. Stephen, F.L.A. Population, 120,661. Stock : 
Lending, 34,047; Branch, 5,820. Additions, 4,028. Issues: 
Lending, 258,162; Reference, 47,363; Branch, 52,236; Blind 
readers, 226. Borrowers, 12,758. 1 Branch. 

The Report shows that the use of the Libraries has steadily increased 
and that the efforts made to extend the work of the Libraries are meeting 
with a very ready response. Additional shelving and office accommodation 
are being provided in the Reference Library, and when these additions have 
been completed the department will be equipped to its utmost capacity. The 
Libraries have closely followed their policy of co-operating with local societies 
and institutions and in this way much useful work has been accomplished. A 
number of books were loaned to H.M. Prison, Norwich, to supplement the 


library there. 
THE PUBLISHERS’ LIBRARY APPLIANCE 
MANUFACTURERS’ BOOKBINDERS’ AND 


BOOKSELLERS’ EXHIBITION, 1927 
By Epcar G. H. Carter, Sales Manager, Grafton & Co. 


One of the most interesting features of the L.A. Conference at 
Edinburgh this year was undoubtedly the Exhibition of Library 
Appliances, Bookbinding and Books. 

The exhibitors numbered twenty-three and each had something 
of special interest to librarians. Two large rooms were occupied as 
well as the corridor of the Conference Hall. It was altogether a 
splendid show and one that reflected great credit on the business 
houses concerned. Second-hand books in great variety were shown 
by Messrs. Boots, W. H. Smith & Son, Mudies, Harrods, and Askew. 
Excellent Bookbinding Exhibits were staged by Messrs. Cedric 
Chivers, Blunt, Riley, and Dunn and Wilson. The quality of these 
exhibits was so good that it would be really dangerous to draw 
comparisons. 

Excellent shows of publishers’ remainders were shown by 
Messrs. Combridge and Gibson, of Birmingham and Glasgow res- 


pectively. 


| 
| 
3 


Tue Lisrary Worip 


Messrs. Stoneham had an excellent array of the latest books 
of all classes published during the last six months; a thoroughly 
up-to-date exhibit. 

Publishers were represented this year in greater numbers and 
included Messrs. Appleton, Chambers, Methuen, Oliver and Boyd, 
Sands, and Sampson Low, Marston and Co. 

The Library Appliance Manufacturers if anything excelled 
themselves this year, and one would imagine had furnished this time 
the last word in up-to-date appliances as used in modern Library 

ctice. 

Splendid exhibits were furnished by Messrs. Milner, Econasign 
and Commercial Office Supplies, whilst Messrs. Libraco’s exhibit 
must have very effectively answered the friendly American challenge 
in the Rainy Hall. 

The facilities afforded to exhibitors to do business were not too 
good, many restrictions being placed in their way. The fact that 
smoking was strictly forbidden within the building (except in a small 
room on the top floor) undoubtedly drove delegates away from the 
exhibition, and so lost many hundreds of pounds’ worth of business 
to exhibitors. The closing of the exhibit at lunch time and at 5.30 

.m. for the day was not conducive to good business. It is to be 

oped that such absurd restrictions will not be enforced at future 
exhibitions. The professional side of the Conference naturally 
takes up the major portion of the delegates’ time and the little time 
remaining should not be curtailed by restricting the business hours of 
the exhibitors. 

Many hundreds of pounds are spent by the exhibitors in their 
efforts to make the show a success, and they naturally expect some 
consideration and, if the exhibits warrant it, some return for their 
outlay. Bearing this in mind, and without in any way wishing to 
appear presumptuous, I put forward the following suggestions, 
feeling confident that they will receive full consideration by the 
authorities responsible for the organisation and success of the 
exhibition. 

(1) That a committee should be formed to deal with the 
exhibition consisting of representatives of the Library Association, 
Exhibitors, and Local Hon. Secretaries. 

(2) That facilities should be afforded to delegates for viewing 
the exhibits between the hours of 9 and 11 a.m., 1.30 and 3 p.m., 
and 5 to 7 p.m., on four days of the week, and from 9 a.m. to 12.30 
p.m. and 1.30 to 7 p.m. on one day. 

It is assumed of course that the delegates desire the exhibition, 
and one sees no reason why they should not. 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
Tue Inaugural Meeting of the Thirty-Third Session of the A.A.L. 
was held in the Council Chamber of the Guildhall on Wednesday, 
October 5th. 

The chair was taken by Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, M.A., D.Litt., 
K.C.B., G.B.E., Director and Principal Librarian of the British 
Museum, supported by Viscount Burnham. In a brief speech 
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introducing the principal speaker, Sir Frederic mentioned the 
Departmental Report and expressed his confidence that it would 
mark a great advance in the status of librarians and librarianship. 

Dr. Locke, Chief Librarian of Toronto, then delivered an 
address on the subject of Canadian Literature. His style was 
delightful, but one could not help feeling that he would have done 
better with a more fruitful subject. We had the impression before 
the meeting that Canada had not yet made any notable contribution 
to literature, and we must confess that Dr. Locke’s talk did not 
convince us that we were mistaken. The examples that he gave 
us were in the main rather juvenile and we could not agree that 
Stephen Leacock, Dr. Locke’s pidce de résistance, will outlive Sinclair 
Lewis as the speaker contended. We hope that next time we have 
the privilege of hearing Dr. Locke he will tell us something of 
Canadian librarianship which we are certain is a force to be reckoned 
with in the education of the world. 

Viscount Burnham, who followed Dr. Locke, gave an interesting 
account of his experience of Canadian libraries, and looked forward 
to the establishment of a British Empire Library Association which 
should unite English speaking librarians in the common cause of 
public service. 

The attendance at the meeting was excellent—some 200 
members being present. 

A tour of the Guildhall buildings, Art Gallery, Museum, etc., 
was arranged for the afternoon, and the party was entertained to 
tea by invitation of Mr. Deputy A. C. Stanley-Stone and members 
of the City Lands Committee. D.O. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Sir, October 10th, 1927. 

I wish to express my regret that, owing to my illness during 
the busiest period of the preparations for the Edinburgh Conference, 
the visits to places of local interest, the arrangements for inspecting 
the Central Public Library, the issue of the pamphlet describing 
the public libraries and other plans, were necessarily abandoned. 
But for the additional help of Mr. Minto, Mr. Ogilvie and my son 
and daughter, other plans might have been difficult to carry out ; 
and the exhibition owed much to Mr. Stephen and Mr. McColvin. 
My chief regret, however, is that I was able to give so little personal 
attention and assistance to the visitors, British and overseas, who 
were in the city. I wish it to be clearly understood that any lapses 
which occurred were in my part of the work and not in those parts 
undertaken by my fellow librarians in Edinburgh. 

There was some criticism of the arrangements for sectional 
meetings held simultaneously. Some of the members wished to 
attend more than one section. The sectional meetings, however, 
were successful ; on one afternoon, when the weather was dry and 
sunny, three meetings were held at the same hour, and the total 
attendance of members exceeded the attendance at any general 
session, excepting that on which the President gave his address. 

Yours, etc., 
Edinburgh Public Libraries. ERNEST A. SAVAGE. 
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 Replenisi yout, Stock of 


BOOK-AUCTION. RECORDS 


PRICED .AND ANNOTATED QUARTERLY . 
~ ; RECORD ‘OF wer EDINSURGH, 


ea volume giving wpwande. Of.15,000 quotations. 


net per annem, Fost Bees: 


Either 4 Quarterly. ‘Parts 


Voluine64 (Seaton: 1006-27) is 
Sevond 20-20 now 


} for Prospectus, te 


HENRY STEVENS-SON & STLES 


(Sole Proprietors and Publishers) 
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CHIVERS’ BINDINGS save HALF 
THE COST OF YOUR BOOKS BY ENABLING 
ONE BOOK TO GIVE THE SERVICE OF TWO 


2,000 Public Libraries in Great Britain, the Colonies 
and America use Chivers methods of binding their 
books, because the traditional methods of binding were 
ineffective and harmful with modern weak, spongy 


paper. 


The Traditional methods of bookbinding were adapted 
to the very good papers in use until 50 years ago. 
Applied to modern books they wreck them. 


Four kinds of binding are necessary for Lendi 
Library Books, because of the varying qualities 
thickness of their paper and sections. 


We re-line the joint of each leaf, or we guard with a 
double joint the leaves of all books which require such 
treatment AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. 


We only oversew where it will allow the book to open 
freely and give better service so treated. 


We supply New Books so strongly bound in our 
leather back bindings that they will outlast two and 
somtimes three copies urchased and used in the 
ordinary publishers’ bindi 

Partly-worn books we rebind so well and strongly 
that they will withstand all the use their paper allows. 


Prices and iculars of these bindings will be sent 
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